


In this publication, the National Network on Women in Fisheries in the Philippines, 
Inc.(WINFISH) gives recognition to gender champions who have helped raise women’s voices 
and helped women achieve their dreams in the fisheries value chain in General Santos City 
and the Sarangani Bay area in the Philippines. WINFISH features seven gender champions who 
continuously advocate for and promote gender equity and women’s empowerment through 
their work as policymakers, program implementers, fishery workers and entrepreneurs, and 
women’s group leaders. Their work nudges actors throughout the value chain to embrace a 
gender lens, for the fisheries sector to become inclusive and sustainable.

It takes gender champions to raise awareness of the importance of gender 
mainstreaming in fisheries. They face challenges along the way, but they get through with 
their charismatic leadership and by humbly sharing their time, efforts, and passion for gender 
equality in their respective communities and workplaces. Their work helps prevent and combat 
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing as well as implement an engendered ecosystems 
approach to fisheries management, including catch documentation and traceability.

WINFISH believes that there are many more gender champions in the field and 
calls for partners to help recognize these gender champions in our fisheries through 
different platforms and to commit to engendering the fisheries sector.  We salute our gender 
champions in fisheries.
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“Health and safety in 
the workplace cannot be 
compromised. Women themselves 
have to realize that they have 
rights, needs and desires as 
men do… I will push for local 
legislation that will ensure that 
each man and woman feels 
important in the fishing sector”





“I believe in the capability 
of each individual regardless 
of gender but often times, 
women’s capabilities are 
limited merely because they 
are women.  I want to end this  
stigma.”





“Any misfortune that befalls the fisher-
husband will always burden the wife, so I 

link women to support agencies and teach 
them self-help initiatives. Women … free 

yourselves. Earn your own incomes and 
develop your capacities so that you can 

participate in decision-making.”





“It’s better to see men and 
women working equally 
with no gender bias, and 
with equal access to 
resources.   Women’s voice 
must be clearly heard, their 
rights freely exercised, and 
their needs equally and 
adequately supplied.”





“Women should earn their 
own incomes. We must strive 
to become business owners, 
not just salesladies. In the 
community, let us report 
illegal fishing practices. We 
should not be afraid.”





“I believe that women are equal
 partners in both productive and 

reproductive life activities. … and 
every day that our society fails to 

give women that chance, economic 
growth and development is hindered.”





“I have been through a lot 
of challenges as a leader, like 
being questioned of my ability 
because I am a woman. 
I prove everyone wrong 
because I deliver outputs that 
make life better. I know that 
women work with dedication 
because women work with 
love.”
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